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them, that does not detract from them. Vice versa, a Christian
may "turn the tables on the Devil" and "make him his serv-

ant." 2

Now, what is the strongest spell? We have seen that faith
can accomplish more than any formula, spell, gesture, sacred
instrument, ritual, or invocation. The power of the magus re-
sides in his faith alone.
"A genuine holy water cannot be found as long as no man
is found holy enough to invest water with occult power. . . *
If we love the source of good with all our heart, we shall not
fall into the power of evil." 3
The power of his faith saves the believer from the claws of the
Devil, not the prayer of his priest nor the sacrament. Superstition
here led directly to a modern psychology of religion! It is not
the content of the belief that matters, but its intensity alone.
"Whether the subject of our faith be real or false, the
effects are alike. I may believe in St. Peter's image as much
as I ought to believe in St. Peter himself. The effect will be
the same. Of course, that is superstitious; but faith achieves
the miracle whether it be the right or the wrong faith,"4
It needed only one step more in order to liberate psychiatry
from the fetters of medieval superstition. All churches and
faith-healers point to their cures, saying, "Is not this miracle a
proof that our belief must be the right faith? Can science ex-
plain this miracle?" Paracelsus had the answer:
"Jesus did not say we would move mountains into the sea
if we believe in His power to perform miracles. He did say
that our own faith, that the divine power of God in man can
achieve the miraculous cure." 5